S20 Archangel Michael
[Ch. Feastdays-Nov8 and Sept. 6]

Syle: Heritage: Byzantine
Location: Byzantine MuseumAthens School: Palaeologan
Iconographer: Date: 14h c.

In Genesisaccount of Creation, we are told of the-cre
ation of Heaven and earth, and in the Nicean Creed we say that God
was the creator of all things visible and invisible, thus showing that
there is another invisible world or creation besides this visible one.
The Fathers of the Church, especially@onysius theAreopagite
in his workOn Celestial Hierachies,speak of this creation of the
Bodiless Hosts, oAngelic Hosts, with its nine ranks: angels,
archangels, principalities, authorities, dominions, powers, thrones,
Cherubim, and SeraphimThe Archangel Michael, whose name
means “Who is as God?” is considered the chief and leader of them.

When Lucifer a most beautiful archangel, fell in love with
his distorted image of himself in pride, he left realityd was chal
lenged by § Michael who spoke the meaning of his name “Who is
as God?” Lucifer had become Satan,Alegersary who then fell
like lightning from Heaven into the Hell of darkness and self-love
trying to get other sentient beings to love him more than God. Our
holy Archangel Michael is a great intercessor for all. May we
remember him and ask for his prayers to bring us to Heaven.
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The Meaning of lcons
(A Brief Explanation)
Derivation: The word Icon is from the Latin, which is from the

Greekeikon, eikonasa likeness, profile, or a figurative represen
tation or resemblanceimage

The wordiconfirst appears in Holy Scripture in the 3rd c.
B.C. Greek translation of the Ol@lestament at the words which
refer to Man$ creation, “Let us make man in dorage after our
likeness...” (Gen 1:26)The word here for image in Greekeigon
or our English wordcon. Icons are the visual theology of the
Church. They are “windows into Heaven,” which show what is
depicted as it will be in glory at the end of time.

Icons are first of all pictorial representations of the Lord
Jesus Christyho according to the theology of the Church is an
icon of God the FathgfWhom no man has at anytime seeififiey
also depict Biblical scenes, Parables, and images of the Holy Ones
fully sanctified by Christ into that image and likeness for which we
were createdThus theVirgin and the Saints are icons of Christ. ;

The use of icons pl‘e-date the written NE&sstament, for ? i "«'tion of historical icons produced an
Christ Himself made the first one while He was still teaching in - tributed anywhere in the world. Come
Israel and sent it to Kingbgar of the City &&te of Edessa. tS I ~ see the beauty of the Lord!
Luke painted the next icons of th@gin from life. Icons can open et
our hearts in love to Christ when we show them reverence and love.
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